CAPTAIN    BASIL   HALL

The Sultan appeared to enter into his guest's
character at once, and neither overloaded him with
attentions, nor failed to treat him as a person to whom
much respect was due. I heard Sir Samuel say after-
wards, that he was particularly struck with the Sultan's
good breeding, in not offering to assist him in cutting
his meat. The Sultan merely remarked that few people
were so expert as his guest even with both hands;
adding, neatly enough, that on this account the
distinction which his wound had gained for him was
more cheaply purchased than people supposed. While
the Admiral was hunting for some reply to this novel
compliment, his host remarked, that in Borneo it was
considered fashionable to eat with the left hand.

The supper, which soon followed the tea, consisted
of about a dozen dishes of curry, all different from one
another, and a whole poultry yard of grilled and boiled
chickens, many different sorts of salt fish, with great
basins of rice at intervals, jars of pickles, piles of sliced
pine-apple, sweetmeats, and cakes. Four male atten-
dants stood by with goglets of cool sherbet, from which
ever and anon, they replenished our glasses ; besides
whom, a number of young Malay girls waited at a
distance from the table, and ran about nimbly with the
plates and dishes.

All persons who approached the Sultan fell on their
knees, and having joined their hands in the act of
supplication, lowered their foreheads till they actually
touched the ground. The Sultan held out his hand,
which the people eagerly embraced in theirs, and
pressed to their lips. What they had to say was then
spoken, and after again bending their foreheads to the
ground, they retired. This ceremonial took place only
in the outer room or hall of audience, for no one, except
the strangers and one or two of the principal officers
of state, was permitted to approach nearer than twenty
or thirty feet of the raised part of the floor where we sat.
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